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Synopsis

Most books on film adaptationA¢a -a «the relation between films and their literary

sourcesAg¢ga —a *focus on a series of close one-to-one comparisons between specific films and
canonical novels. This volume identifies and investigates a far wider array of problems posed by the
process of adaptation. Beginning with an examination of why adaptation study has so often
supported the institution of literature rather than fostering the practice of literacy, Thomas Leitch
considers how the creators of short silent films attempted to give them the weight of literature, what
sorts of fidelity are possible in an adaptation of sacred scripture, what it means for an adaptation to
pose as an introduction to, rather than a transcription of, a literary classic, and why and how some
films have sought impossibly close fidelity to their sources. After examining the surprisingly
divergent fidelity claims made by three different kinds of canonical adaptations, Leitch’s analysis
moves beyond literary sources to consider why a small number of adapters have risen to the status
of auteurs and how illustrated books, comic strips, video games, and true stories have been
adapted to the screen. The range of films studied, from silent Shakespeare to Sherlock Holmes to

The Lord of the Rings, is as broad as the problems that come under review.
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Customer Reviews

Written by a leading scholar in contemporary adaptation studies, this book sums up contemporary
debates in the field, as well as offering new paths for the future. Leitch believes in the power of what
he describes as ’critical literacy’ - the ability of learners of adaptation, as well as professional
adapters, to develop themselves through the act of adapting and transforming texts. Would that his
dictum could be taken up and used to transform humanities education, especially at the higher

education level.
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